January 4, 2018
UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, January 4, 2018
*3:00 to 4:00pm, Art Club, Art Room
Friday, January 5, 2018
*3:00 to 4:30pm, Percussion Band,
SLAM Room
*3:00 to 4:00pm, 2nd and 3rd grade
Book Club, Library
Monday, January 8, 2018
*3:00 to 4:00pm, Prep Band, Hall
*3:00 to 3:45pm, After School Spanish
for K in SG1
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
*$1 TAG Day- Proceeds for CYO
*3:00 to 4:30pm, Club Life 101, Library
*3:00 to 4:15pm, Concert Band, Hall
Wednesday, January 10, 2018
*Chick-fil-A
*7:00 to 8:00pm, ADHD Parent
Support Group, 2B
Friday, January 12, 2018
*12:30pm, Dismissal for Pre-K
*1:00pm, Dismissal for K-8
Monday, January 15, 2018
* No School, Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day

Tuesday, January 16, 2018
*3:00 to 4:15pm, Concert Band, Hall
*7:00pm, 8th Grade Dance Committee
meeting, Library
Wednesday, January 17, 2018
*Pizza and Bake Sale
*10:30am, Class Mass 4th-5th, Church
*3:00 to 4:30pm, Blanket Angels, Art
Room
*3:00 to 4:30pm, Green Team Club,
Science Lab
*7:00 to 8:00pm, ADHD Parent
Support Group, 2B

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP FOR CHILDREN WITH ADHD
The school counselor, Mrs. Venturella, and the 4th grade small group
teacher, Mrs. Schwartzmeyer, will be running a support group for
parents of children in grades 4-8 who have been diagnosed with ADHD.
Often parents feel alone in their struggle to help their child with ADHD
to be successful in school. Our support group is for you and we will meet on
Wednesday nights starting January10th from 7:00pm to 8:00pm in room 2B. The other
5 meetings will be January 17th, January 24th, January 31st, February 7th, and February
21st, also in room 2B from 7:00 to 8:00pm.

TUESDAY TAG DAY - $1.00
Tuesday, January 9th is a Tag Day and students may pay $1.00 to
dress out of uniform. This is a special TAG Day that is NOT included
in your activity fee because the proceeds of this TAG Day will benefit
our CYO. Appropriate dress, as always, is required. Please see pages
19 and 20 in your Parent Student Handbook for Tag Day dress guidelines.

SCANTRON TESTING STARTS NEXT WEEK
Students in 2nd through 8th grades will be taking mid-year Scantron tests
starting next week through the end of the month. Please make sure your
students are well rested and have a healthy breakfast before coming to
school on testing days. Middle school students should make sure your
Chrome Books are charged. Class testing days may be found in Plus Portals or with
your student’s homeroom teacher.

OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIES JANUARY 28, 2018
Please invite your family, neighbors, and friends to our Open House on
Sunday, January 28, 2018 from 1:00 to 3:00pm. Families will be given a
tour of the school facilities and have the opportunity to visit our activity
fair with all of our school sponsored clubs and organizations.
Please click on the Sign Up Genius link to volunteer for open house
activities including: being a tour guides, donating food or drinks, setting-up or cleaningup, speaking at parishes, distributing flyers, helping with band/chorus, serving food, etc.
Volunteer hours will be awarded. Thank you, in advance, for your assistance.
SIGN UP GENIUS LINK FOR OPEN HOUSE VOLUNTEERS

Please check the school calendar for more
information:
http://www.stpiusbowie.org/school-life/calendar/

**SEE LAST PAGE ABOUT WEATHER RELATED SCHOOL CLOSINGS/DELAYS**

LUNCH TIME - ORDER NOW FOR FEBRUARY
February lunch orders must be placed by January 12th. Late orders may be placed from the
13th to the 15th of each month for the following month. If you are interested in ordering from Main &
Market, you will need to register online at HTTPS://MAINANDMARKET.BOONLI.COM with our school
password of CAVALIER22. If you have questions, you should call Main & Market at
1-800-381-6511 ext. 1 or email them at support@boonli.com.

CHICK-FIL-A ORDER INFORMATION
Our next Chick-fil-a Day is Wednesday, January 10th.
The last day to order January Chick-fil-a is TOMORROW, Friday, January 5th.

PIZZA DAY - JANUARY 17
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 is our next Pizza Day. Pizza will be delivered to those
students who have preordered/prepaid for pizza. Students may bring 25¢ to purchase a
baked good item.

REGISTRATION FOR NEXT YEAR
Information on how to register your current SPX student for the
2018-2019 school year will be sent via email in the next few weeks.
Please do not attempt to register your student until you have received
an email from us with detailed instructions. Registration privileges will
not be available to those whose tuition accounts are not current.
Please read you weekly News Notes for updates.
Applications for the 2018 - 2019 school year for NEW STUDENTS will be accepted online beginning
Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 5:00pm after our Open House. Complete information is posted on our website
under admissions. If you are registering a new student for next year, you must wait until January 28th.
Please note that we are not accepting anymore applications for this for this school year (2017-2018).

NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY JANUARY 15, 2018
IN OBSERVANCE OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
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A NOTE ABOUT EARLY DROP-OFFS
Just a reminder that the school does not open until 7:30am. Per page 8
in our Parent Student Handbook, “Drop-off in the morning may not be
any earlier than 7:30am. Adult supervision in the school yard begins at
7:30am and the school will not assume responsibility for children who
arrive earlier than 7:30am.” If you drop your children off in the front before that time,
they will have to wait outside. We do offer morning care that begins at 7:00am.
Please call Mrs. Fay if you want to start morning care.

HOME AND SCHOOL MEETING - MONDAY, JANUARY 22

St. Pius X
Regional School
14710 Annapolis Road
Bowie, MD 20715
Phone: 301-262-0203
Fax: 301-805-8875
Website: stpiusbowie.org
Email: office@stpiusbowie.org

2016 Blue Ribbon School

Our next general H.S.A meeting will be on January 22, 2018 at 7:00pm in
Nelson Hall. Don’t forget, you can be eligible to be entered into a
drawing for free tuition if you attend all 5 H.S.A meetings.

CALLING ALL WRITERS
Each year the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) sponsors an
Americanism Essay Contest for students in grades 3-8. This
contest is held to help young citizens learn firsthand the principles
of our free republic. Promoting a spirit of patriotism develops
lifelong respect for the United States of America and the flag for
which it stands. Open to all students in grades 3 through 8, this
contest is being sponsored by Greenbelt Unit 136 and is being
coordinated at St. Pius by Mrs. Sparks. This year’s title is: “What
can you personally do to promote Americanism in your school or community?”
There are three levels in the contest:
Group I Grades 3 and 4150-250 words
Group II Grades 5 and 6250-300 words
Group III Grades 7 and 8350-400 words
Essays may be handwritten or typed (except Group III which must be typed).
The requirements are as follows:
Student must sign the essay on the last page.
Student must use the provided cover sheet for each essay.
All essays must be submitted to Mrs. Sparks no later than 3PM on Friday, January 26,
2018.
Please see Mrs. Sparks in the science lab for more details and a cover sheet.

Now that the weather is becoming cold, the school has received many
telephone calls about the children being outside. Our rule is that the
children will stay out in the morning and go out at recess unless the
temperature is below 30 degrees (that includes wind chill). Please make
sure your student (s) come dressed appropriately with hats and gloves.
Please mark all outer wear with their name and homeroom.

Building Faith, Values,
Service, and Academic
Excellence since 1962.
News Notes submissions
must be emailed to
jmacdonald@stpiusbowie.org by
noon Monday to be
published on Thursday
Our Regional Parishes
St. Pius X Catholic Church
14720 Annapolis Road
Bowie, MD 20715
301-262-2141
http://www.spxbowie.org/
Sacred Heart Parish
16501 Annapolis Road
Bowie, MD 20715
301-262-0704
http://www.sacredheartbowie.org
Ascension Catholic Church
12700 Lanham Severn Road
Bowie, MD 20720
301-262-2227
http://www.ascensionbowie.com
St. Edward the Confessor
1940 Mitchellville Road
Bowie, MD 20716
301-249-9199
http://www.stedwardbowie.org
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TOO SICK FOR SCHOOL?
A Message from your School Nurse…
It’s FLU Season! Please read this article to help you take care of your child and others.
Winter is here and so are winter colds and other illnesses. You don’t want your child to miss school, but
neither do you want to send a sick child to school to endanger themselves or others. When should your child
stay home? Here are a few guideline we ask that you follow:

•

A runny nose is the way many children respond to dust, pollen or simply the change of season.
If not associated with more serious symptoms you can send them to school. Remind your child
to use a tissue to wipe their nose, dispose of tissue and immediately wash hands.

•

A bad cough or cold symptoms can indicate a severe cold, bronchitis, flu or even
pneumonia. Some children suffer one cold after another all winter long and should not be the
reason to miss school. But if your child is not acting “right” has difficulty breathing or is
becoming dehydrated, it could be serious. Check with your physician right away. Remind your
child to cover coughs and sneezes with the bend of their arm/ inner elbow.

•

Fever is an important symptom; when it occurs along with sore throat, an earache, nausea,
listlessness or a rash, your child may be carrying something very contagious. PLEASE keep
children home during the course of the fever and for 24 hours after they have been
fever free (without the help of medication like Motrin or Tylenol).

•

Diarrhea and vomiting make children very uncomfortable, and being near a bathroom
becomes top priority. If your child has repeated episodes of diarrhea and or vomiting
accompanied by a fever, a rash, or general weakness, consult a doctor and keep your
child out of school until the illness passes.

•

Strep throat and scarlet fever are two highly contagious conditions caused by streptococcal
(bacterial) infection. They usually arrive with sore throat and fever. Sometimes nausea and
headache are present too. A child with either strep throat or scarlet fever should be kept
at home and treated with antibiotics as prescribed by a doctor. After 24 hours on an
antibiotic the child may return to school.

Thank you for helping keep St. Pius X Regional School a Healthy and Happy Place.
If you have any questions or medical concerns please do not hesitate to call or email me.
Meghan Benson RN, BSN, CPN
301-262-0203
mbenson@stpiusbowie.org

DROP IN AFTER CARE
Please use this link to register for DROP –IN AFTERCARE.
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ALL ABOUT MIDDLE SCHOOL
Astronomy Conference Calling All Middle School Students!

There is an opportunity to attend the American Astronomical Society's annual conference at National
Harbor in January. It's free for middle/high school students with reservations.
The American Astronomical Society, the nation’s most prestigious professional astronomy organization, will
be holding its 231st Annual Meeting from January 7-12, 2018 at the Gaylord National Resort and

Convention Center.
During the conference, they are providing a FREE Student Astronomy Outreach Event targeted towards
middle and high school students. They would like to invite local student groups, STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) program participants, home schoolers, families, camps, etc. to the event on
Wednesday, January 10th from 11:30am-2:00pm.
Students will have the opportunity to participate in hands-on demonstrations and speak with world famous
scientists and engineers at the forefront of astronomy research.
Information Flyer can be accessed at: https://aas.org/files/aas_231_epo_flyer_final.pdf
Student Groups and Individual families can make reservations at https://aas.org/students https://aas.org/
students

Read about the success of this program in other cities at http://aas.org/meetings/aas227/epo_article http://
aas.org/meetings/aas227/epo_article
Please use the contact information below if you have any questions or to make a reservation.
Debbie Kovalsky, AAS/DPS Exhibits and Sponsor Coordinator, 202-328-2010 x110

CHECK OUT THE SCHOOL SIGN UP GENIUS FOR
OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER
SPX SIGN UP GENIUS
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2018 GALA NEWS
SAVE THE DATE: The GALA will take place in Nelson Hall on the evening of Saturday,
April 28, 2018. Please save the date, and watch News Notes for more information. This
year, the theme will be the Kentucky Derby (in a nod to local Bowie horse racing history—
Belair Stables/Mansion, Bowie Race Track, etc.). You don’t want to miss this fun night out
(adults only). We look forward to seeing you there!
GALA PLANNING MEETING - The GALA planning committee will meet TONIGHT, Thursday, January 4, 2018
at 7:00pm in the school library. Committee members with specific jobs should come prepared. All are invited to attend
the meeting; come join us as we plan this exciting event! If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Schrom at
jschrom@stpiusbowie.org
FUNDRAISING SUPPORT OBLIGATION and GALA TICKETS: The GALA planning committee will set the
purchase price for the GALA tickets in the future. Details on purchasing tickets and pricing will be announced in a
future edition of Newsnotes. The Home and School Association Board decided that one half of the purchase price of
each GALA ticket will be applied to towards your FSO (Fundraising Support Obligation). Please see page 25 of the
Parent Handbook for more information regarding the Fundraising Support Obligation program. Please click here to
access the Parent Student Handbook online on the school website.

BLANKET ANGELS NEED ADULT HELP
Mrs. Cooper, our Blanket Angel leader/Advisor, is looking for another adult helper.

Blanket

Angels make no-sew fleece blankets for local hospitals and meet on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month from 3:00 to 4:30pm. Please consider helping with this very
worthy club. If you can help, please contact Mrs. Cooper at cooperL6886@gmail.com

C Y O U P DAT E S
BASKETBALL: Basketball season is in full swing! Check out the schedules at www.adw.org/basketball/!
Remember – If your team will be playing basketball this weekend, wear your jersey over your uniform to
school to show your team spirit!

TAG DAY: Proceeds for the January 9th tag day will go to SPX CYO. Thank you for your support!

SPRING SPORTS: Coming soon……Spring sport registration announcements! If your child would like to be part of a
team or you plan to coach baseball, softball, T-ball or track we welcome your participation!
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD
ASCENSION PARISH SEAT OPENING - We have one vacancy for the Ascension parish
seat on the SAB. Parents/guardians from that parish who might be interested in serving as a
board member should contact Board Secretary Kim Roddy for further information. She may be
reached at karoddy@comcast.net.
SPX SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE : The SPX School Open House will take place on SUNDAY,
JANUARY 28, 2018 from 1:00-3:00pm. We request your assistance via a sign up genius link
listed on the front page. Lots of volunteer opportunities are available, and VSP hours will be
given.
OPEN HOUSE TOUR GUIDE TRAINING - SAVE THE DATE: Current SPX parents who want to serve as a
tour guide at the upcoming Open House should plan to attend a mandatory tour guide training session on MONDAY,
JANUARY 22, 2018 from 5:30-6:30pm in the school library. You will have time to proceed to Nelson Hall for the
7:00pm Home School Association meeting on the same evening. Don’t forget to sign up using the Sign Up Genius link
on the front page.
PARENT ADMINISTRATION FORUMS: The meetings allow parents one hour of direct conversation time with
the administration in a group setting during grade specific sessions. Please do not bring children, as babysitting is not
provided. The forums are designed to gather general sentiments regarding the school and are not time for parents to
voice concerns about their individual student.
Next Parent Administration Forums:
Tuesday 2/6/18, 5-6 pm—Library—parents in grades 2 and 3
Tuesday 3/6/18, 5-6 pm—Library—parents in grades 4 and 5
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Board President Trish Reimer at 301-464-1520 or
patriciareimer@verizon.net. We look forward to seeing you at a future Parent/Administration Forum!

SAVE THE DATES
January 9th - $1.00 Tag Day to benefit CYO
January 10th - Chick-fil-a Day

January 12th - Early dismissal Friday
January 15th - Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School
January 17th - Pizza Day
January 18th - Tag Day
January 19th - End of 2nd Quarter
January 22nd - H.S.A. Meeting
January 23rd - SGA Ice Cream Sale
January 25th - Report Cards Distributed
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EMERGENCY CLOSING/ DELAYED OPENING
WINTER IS COMING!
In case of an emergency or severe weather, we will follow the decision of the Prince George's County Public Schools.
However, if Prince George's County Public Schools begin late (whether one or two hours) on a scheduled half-day, St.
Pius will NOT dismiss at 1:00 P.M., but at 3:00 P.M. Whenever school closes early, all after-school activities and
meetings are cancelled. ESP (after care program) will operate on a modified schedule. For example, if school closes
two hours early due to severe weather or other emergency, ESP will close two hours earlier than the normal time of
6:00 P.M.
Please listen to television and radio reports for all school closings or late openings. We recommend that you check
www.wtopnews.com, if possible, during inclement weather since WTOP’s website typically has the most complete list
of closing information. You may listen to WTOP on the radio at 103.5 FM. Also, you may check School
Announcements on our website. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. If school closes early for any reason,
please wait until the announced dismissal time to pick up your children. It is very disruptive to the teacher and other
students when numerous children are being called from the classrooms for early dismissals.
CELL PHONE ALERTS FOR SCHOOL CLOSINGS:
1. SMS TEXT MESSAGING FROM SPX: Take advantage of the St. Pius X School SMS text messaging service. To
participate and receive alerts on your cell, just text Y, Yes, or OPTIN to 67587. With this service, you will receive
text messages notifying you of inclement weather, safety alerts, or other important information impacting our
school. You can opt-out from alerts at any time - just reply with STOP to any message, or HELP if you need
assistance. Your privacy is import - your information will not be sold or provided to third parties. Message and/or
data rates may apply.

2. There is a service allowing you to receive emergency notifications directly on your cell phone anytime an alert is
posted by the public school system. This is for the county public schools, but we do follow the decision
of Prince George’s County Public Schools in case of an emergency or severe weather. You may sign up
at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/PGCPS/subscriber/new There is a cost to receive text message
alerts, but email notifications are FREE. This is a very convenient and reliable way for you to receive emergency
alerts and you won’t need to call the school to check if we are closing.

The telephone broadcast system that we use at St. Pius X Regional School enables us to notify all households and
parents by phone within minutes of an emergency or unplanned event that causes early dismissal, school cancellation
or late start. NOTE: Because we follow the decision of the Prince George's County Public Schools in the
event of inclement weather, we do NOT use this service to announce such events when PGCPS system
is in session. The service may also be used from time-to-time to communicate general announcements or reminders.
When used, the service will simultaneously call all phone numbers in our parent contact lists and will deliver a
recorded message from a school administrator. The service will deliver the message to both live answer and
answering machines.

Page 8

