December 7, 2017
UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, December 7
*Progress Reports Distributed
*3:00 to 4:15pm, Chess Club, Library
*7:00pm, Gala meeting, Library
Friday, December 8
*10:30am, Mass - Immaculate
Conception PK-8 in Church
*12:30 P.M. Dismissal for Pre-K
*1:00 P.M. Dismissal for K-8
*1:00 to 3:00pm, Chorus, Church
*7:00 to10:00pm, Purse Bingo
Monday, December 11
*1:00pm, 1st grade play, Church
*3:00 to 4:00pm, Prep Band, Hall
*3:00 to 3:45pm, After School Spanish
for K in SG1
Tuesday, December 12
*3:00 to 4:15pm, Concert Band, Hall
Wednesday, December 13
*10:15 to 11:15am
Chorus
*1:30 to 2:30pm
Concert in the
*7:00 to 8:00pm
church
Thursday, December 14
*TAG Day
*10:00 to 11:00am, KA/KB Christmas
Play, Hall
*3:00 to 4:00pm, Art Club, Art Room
Friday, December 15
*3:00 to 4:30pm, Percussion BandSLAM Room
*7:00 to 10:00pm, 7th and 8th grade
Dance in Hall
Please check the school calendar for more
information:
http://www.stpiusbowie.org/school-life/calendar/

PURSE BINGO - TOMORROW, DECEMBER 8
Our Home and School Association is hosting the second Purse
Bingo of the year tomorrow, Friday, December 8, from 7:00 to
10:00pm in Nelson Hall (doors open at 5:30pm). If you are 18
years or older, please join us for a fun filled evening to support our
school. The cost is $20.00 per ticket and includes 20 games, door
prizes, raffles, and jackpots. Prizes include prizes by Coach, Vera Bradley, Origami Owl,
Michael Koors, Alex and Ani, and Thirty-One. Food will be sold in the kitchen.
Volunteers are needed on Bingo Night. Please call Brian Trice if you are able to help
240-882-3170. VSP hours will be awarded.

7TH AND 8TH GRADE HOLIDAY DANCE SOCIAL
The Middle School Social Committee will be hosting a
DANCE for SPX students in 7th and 8th grades on Friday,
December 15th. This is a more formal dance and we
encourage the students to dress in holiday festive
attire. Attire for the girls can be dresses and the boys can
wear nice slacks (like khakis). Doors to Nelson Hall will open at 7:00pm. The $10.00
price of admission will include a D.J., snacks, and drinks. As always, appropriate attire is
required. Door prizes will be awarded during the evening. Parents must pick-up your
children promptly at 10:00pm. PLEASE NOTE THAT IF A CHILD DOES NOT HAVE
A PERMISSION SLIP SIGNED BY THEIR OWN PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN,
THEY WILL NOT BE ALLOWED INTO NELSON HALL. Permission slips were sent
home today and are posted on the school website. Extras will be available in the
school office. Any interested chaperones who are compliant with the Child
Protection Policy, should contact Theresa Cartagirone at
john.theresa@verizon.net or at 301-787-5712. Chaperones need to be available in
the Hall from 6:00 to 11:00pm. VSP hours will be earned for chaperoning.

GIVING TUESDAY SUCCESS
Thank you for making #Giving Tuesday a huge success!
Our St. Pius X Community was incredibly generous for
this campaign and we can’t thank you enough. We are
still getting in donations, and will announce the total at

a later date. Thank you again for your support!

LUNCH TIME - ORDER NOW FOR JANUARY
January lunch orders must be placed by December 12th. Late orders may be placed from the
13th to the 15th of each month for the following month. If you are interested in ordering from Main
& Market, you will need to register online at HTTPS://MAINANDMARKET.BOONLI.COM with our
school password of CAVALIER22. If you have questions, you should call Main & Market at
1-800-381-6511 ext. 1 or email them at support@boonli.com.

CHICK-FIL-A ORDER INFORMATION
No Chick-fil-a Day in December.
Our next Chick-fil-a Day is Wednesday, January 10th.
The last day to order January Chick-fil-a is, Friday, January 5th.

GIFTS FOR THE HOMELESS - DUE TOMORROW
The organization S.O.M.E., So Others Might Eat, has asked for our assistance in providing
gifts for the homeless. We would like your help in collecting the needed items. When
buying these items, please keep in mind that S.O.M.E. helps nine times more
men than women. Please look at the flyer on the website for more information and
exact items needed: Gifts for the Homeless 2017. TOMORROW, Friday, December 8th
is the last day to return boxes.

TOYS FOR TOTS TOY DRIVE - DUE WEDNESDAY
We are collecting for TOYS FOR TOTS again this year. Please help us by sending in a
new toy.

All toys will be collected and picked up by our local police officers where

they will be given out at the police station to many children in our area. Boxes will be
located in the front lobby for collection. Please make sure the toys are not wrapped.
Please return all donated toys to school by Wednesday, December 12th. Thank you again for your help.

A NOTE FROM MRS. SCHROM - NO APPLE WATCHES
It has come to my attention that some students are wearing Apple watches to school. At this point, no
Apple watches are allowed to be worn. It opens up too many possibilities for the students to be doing
things they should not be during class time. Please make sure if your child owns an Apple watch, they are
not wearing it to school.

STUDENT DESIGNED CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE
We are still selling student designed Christmas Cards. As a matter of fact, the designs in these Christmas
card sets are from the winners of our school Christmas Card contest. A set of 6 cards/envelopes is only
$10.00 and can be purchased in the school office. Thank you again to our wonderful student artists.
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St. Pius X
Regional School

TAG DAY NEXT THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14

14710 Annapolis Road
Bowie, MD 20715

Thursday, November 14th, is a Tag Day when
students may dress out of uniform. As always,
appropriate dress is expected. Leggings are not
permitted unless an appropriate length shirt or dress
is worn on top (dresses and tops must extend to 2 inches above the knee).
Please refer to page 19 in your Parent Student Handbook for details on Tag Day
dress code.

Phone: 301-262-0203
Fax: 301-805-8875
Website: stpiusbowie.org
Email: office@stpiusbowie.org

2016 Blue Ribbon School

CHRISTMAS PLAYS, CONCERTS, AND PERFORMANCES
As our students are busy preparing for their Christmas concerts,
plays and performances, we wanted to ask for your cooperation
when attending these events. Parents arriving for morning events
should park directly in front of the church, so that the back lot is
kept open for recess. When arriving for afternoon performances,
please park as you would for an afternoon dismissal/carpool. Please
note that anyone leaving the performances at 2pm or later may be
caught in the parking lot until dismissal. Please be considerate so
that all may enter and exit without problems.
Please be aware that siblings of the performing students may not be called out of class
to watch the performance, nor will they be permitted to be dismissed early. Early
dismissal of the performers is highly discouraged as well, as it creates confusion at
dismissal. If you still choose to have your performing student dismissed early, please
let the school know with a note via the student’s homeroom teacher. Per school
policy, parents must pick up students for early dismissal at the front desk, where signout is required.
Finally, we ask that all visitors stay in the assigned room for the performance. Parents
and guests are not permitted to wander around the building or visit classrooms. Thank
you in advance for your cooperation.

Building Faith, Values,
Service, and Academic
Excellence since 1962.
News Notes submissions
must be emailed to
jmacdonald@stpiusbowie.org by
noon Monday to be
published on Thursday
Our Regional Parishes
St. Pius X Catholic Church
14720 Annapolis Road
Bowie, MD 20715
301-262-2141
http://www.spxbowie.org/
Sacred Heart Parish
16501 Annapolis Road
Bowie, MD 20715
301-262-0704
http://www.sacredheartbowie.org
Ascension Catholic Church
12700 Lanham Severn Road
Bowie, MD 20720
301-262-2227
http://www.ascensionbowie.com

Now that the weather is becoming cold, the school has received many
telephone calls about the children being outside. Our rule is that the
children will stay out in the morning and go out at recess unless the
temperature is below 30 degrees (that includes wind chill). Please make
sure your student (s) come dressed appropriately with hats and gloves.
Please mark all outer wear with their name and homeroom.

St. Edward the Confessor
1940 Mitchellville Road
Bowie, MD 20716
301-249-9199
http://www.stedwardbowie.org
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HOW MANY VSP HOURS DO YOU HAVE?
Are you on target to fulfill your Volunteer Service Program hours by the end of the school
year in June? Remember that all volunteer hours must be submitted electronically on our
website called Track it Forward. Every volunteer (including parents, CYO coaches/
officers, School Board members, HSA officers, and Room Parents) must register online
using this website: https://www.trackitforward.com/site/st-pius-x-regional-school?type=register.
After creating an account, volunteer hours will then be submitted by each volunteer, stating the date, hours, activity, and
chairperson. Volunteer hours will then be approved electronically by the chairperson. All event organizers must also
create an account. Links to the VSP system can be found on our website and app. Register and start recording your
hours now to avoid being billed for unfilled hours at the end of the school year. If you have any questions, please
contact Nanette Lowe at nanette_lowe@yahoo.com. Details about family VSP requirements can be found on pages
25—26 of the 2017-2018 Parent-Student Handbook.

BLANKET ANGELS NEED ADULT HELP
Mrs. Cooper, our Blanket Angel leader/Advisor, is looking for another adult helper.

Blanket

Angels make no-sew fleece blankets for local hospitals and meet on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month from 3:00 to 4:30pm. Please consider helping with this very

worthy club. If you can help, please contact Mrs. Cooper at cooperL6886@gmail.com

CALLING ALL WRITERS
Each year the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) sponsors an Americanism Essay Contest for
students in grades 3-8. This contest is held to help young citizens learn firsthand the principles of
our free republic. Promoting a spirit of patriotism develops lifelong respect for the United States of
America and the flag for which it stands. Open to all students in grades 3 through 8, this contest is
being sponsored by Greenbelt Unit 136 and is being coordinated at St. Pius by Mrs. Sparks. This
year’s title is: “What can you personally do to promote Americanism in your school or
community?” There are three levels in the contest:
Group I Grades 3 and 4150-250 words
Group II Grades 5 and 6250-300 words
Group III Grades 7 and 8350-400 words
Essays may be handwritten or typed (except Group III which must be typed).
The requirements are as follows:
Student must sign the essay on the last page.
Student must use the provided cover sheet for each essay.
All essays must be submitted to Mrs. Sparks no later than 3PM on Friday, January 26, 2018.
Please see Mrs. Sparks in the science lab for more details and a cover sheet.
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ALL ABOUT 8TH GRADE
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus in partnership with the Knights of Columbus Insurance
Advisors is the sponsor of several High School Scholarships for its members and for Catholic students in general.
Below is a brief summary of these scholarships and information regarding eligibility for scholarship awards.
THE FREDERICK M. GOSSMAN MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
Designed to assist those Brother Knights holding membership in councils within the jurisdiction of Maryland in paying
tuition for their sons and daughters at accredited Catholic High Schools; three grants of $1,500 per year for up to
four years, will be awarded. Awards will be made on the basis of academic excellence, personal qualifications, and
financial need. The children of deceased members are also eligible, provided the member was in good standing at the
time of death.
THE WILLIAM J. O’BRIEN JR. MEMORIAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
Three grants of $1,500 per year for up to four years will be awarded. This program is open to any Catholic student
who is a resident of the State of Maryland to include children and grandchildren of a member of a Knights of
Columbus council within the jurisdiction of Maryland. Applicants must have been officially accepted at or must be
students at accredited Catholic High Schools. Applications will be judged on academic excellence, personal
qualifications, and financial need.
Application period is from October 1, 2017 to February 1, 2018 All applications must be received by the Scholarship
Committee no later than February 1, 2018. Go to the Knight’s webpage, http://www.kofc-md.org/ , then click on the
scholarship opportunities link.

HAVE AN ECO-FRIENDLY CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Consider these energy saving tips to make your holiday season shine bright and green:
Use LED Lights : Small light emitting diodes use 80% less energy, are cool to
the touch, and last 10 times longer than incandescent bulbs.
Limit Lighting: Turn Christmas trees on only when you’re around to enjoy
them and consider using timers.

SPX

Send E-Cards: Replace traditional cards and letters with e-cards and e-mails to
save paper and postage costs. Eliminating fuels used to transport standard mail
also reduces carbon footprints.
Shop Online: Avoid burning gas by driving around searching for that perfect
Christmas present and shop online.
Give the Gift of Green: Give eco-friendly or homemade gifts—including the wrapping paper--to those on your
shopping list.
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle : Recycle your live tree and other natural decorations at the end of the holiday season
rather than sending them to a landfill.
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2018 GALA NEWS
SAVE THE DATE: The GALA will take place in Nelson Hall on the evening of Saturday,
April 28, 2018. Please save the date, and watch News Notes for more information. This
year, the theme will be the Kentucky Derby (in a nod to local Bowie horse racing history—
Belair Stables/Mansion, Bowie Race Track, etc.). You don’t want to miss this fun night out
(adults only). We look forward to seeing you there!
GALA PLANNING MEETING TONIGHT: The GALA Planning committee will meet TONIGHT Thursday,
DECEMBER 7th at 7pm in the School library. All are invited to attend the meeting; come join us as we plan this
exciting event! If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Schrom at jschrom@stpiusbowie.org.

COUNSELOR CORNER
During the month of November, counselor lessons took place in Kindergarten, 1st grade, and
4th grade. Students discussed topics such as social skills, self-control, and bullying behavior.
Check out this month's Counselor Corner to read more about what your child is learning!
COUNSELOR CORNER NOVEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER

C Y O U P DAT E S
Basketball season is here!
Check out the game schedule at http://adw.org/basketball/
Go Cavs!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
H.S.A. TREASURER - PLEASE HELP
Would you like to join the Home School Association (HSA) Board? Are you good with
numbers? Would you like to earn VSP hours? If the answer is yes, then consider joining
the HSA Board as Treasurer. If you are interested in the position, please email Mrs. Jackie
Rickers, HSA President, at jmaymaster@hotmail.com.

NEEDED

DROP IN AFTER CARE
Please use this link to register for DROP –IN AFTERCARE.
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD
ASCENSION PARISH SEAT OPENING: We have one vacancy for the Ascension parish
seat on the SAB. Parents/guardians from that parish who might be interested in serving as a
board member should contact Board Secretary Kim Roddy for further information. She may be
reached at karoddy@comcast.net.
SPX SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - SAVE THE DATE: The SPX School Open House will take
place on SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 2018 from 1:00-3:00pm. We will request your assistance via
a sign up genius link in mid-to-late December or early January. Lots of volunteer opportunities
will be available, and VSP hours will be given. Please watch this space for more information.
OPEN HOUSE TOUR GUIDE TRAINING - SAVE THE DATE: Current SPX parents who want to serve as a
tour guide at the upcoming Open House should plan to attend a mandatory tour guide training session on MONDAY,
JANUARY 22, 2018 from 5:30-6:30pm in the school library. You will have time to proceed to Nelson Hall for the
7:00pm Home School Association meeting on the same evening.
PARENT ADMINISTRATION FORUMS: The meetings allow parents one hour of direct conversation time with
the administration in a group setting during grade specific sessions. Please do not bring children, as babysitting is not
provided. The forums are designed to gather general sentiments regarding the school and are not time for parents to
voice concerns about their individual student.
1. include a canned food drive, collecting coats, Toys for Tots, etc. Students need to learn to help others.
Next Parent Administration Forums:
Tuesday 2/6/18, 5-6 pm—Library—parents in grades 2 and 3
Tuesday 3/6/18, 5-6 pm—Library—parents in grades 4 and 5
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Board President Trish Reimer at 301-464-1520 or
patriciareimer@verizon.net. We look forward to seeing you at a future Parent/Administration Forum!

CHECK OUT THE SCHOOL SIGN UP GENIUS FOR OTHER
OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER
SPX SIGN UP GENIUS
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YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING CAN EARN US $$$
Your shopping can help St. Pius X earn money! These fundraisers bring in thousands of dollars to our school each year and don’t cost you a cent.
Thank you to those families who participate in these fundraisers now. Your efforts are much appreciated! Thank you in advance to those
families who will follow the simple steps below to begin participation.

1. Giant A+ Rewards :

Simply register your Giant reward card in the Giant A+ Food Reward Program. Once you complete the card

registration, each time you use your GIANT CARD, your purchases are credited to our school. Giant will make a donation at the
end of the school year based on a percentage of your total year’s purchase. New this year: If you registered your card last year,
you DO NOT need to re-register this year. You should visit the website to verify correct school assignment. Also, don’t forget to
encourage your friends and relatives to do the same. Our school A+ School Rewards ID # 00425

2. AMAZON SMILE REWARDS PROGRAM: You probably already shop online at Amazon, and now
you can help support SPX simply by using the special link here. Shop on Amazon.com. Our unique School Rewards link will
take you directly to Amazon, where you can browse and shop just as you normally would. Each month, Amazon will pay us 5%
or more of all purchases made by shoppers who reached Amazon through our link. Please support us by bookmarking
this link in your internet browser - then making it the first link you click each time you shop at Amazon. And be sure to pass it on
to your friends, family, neighbors, acquaintances, and anyone else who might like to help us raise funds by shopping at Amazon.

3. BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION: SEE THIS WEEK’S FLYER FOR A SPECIAL
COLLECTION SHEET This program allows our school to collect box tops/labels of food and household products
and redeem them for cash. Simply check the items you buy at the grocery store/ Target/Wal-Mart for Box Tops for
Education labels. You will find the labels on dozens of different types of products like: food/drink, paper products, office
supplies, cleaning supplies, food storage, table ware and many more. Once purchased, please cut the labels off and return
them to school. Don’t forget to check the expiration date, as we cannot get credit for expired labels. We will earn 10¢ for
every label. St. Pius X can also earn cash from Bonus Certificates, which can be found primarily in stores on specially marked packages and at
checkout printed on a receipt. These vary on value based on the promotion. Bonus codes begin with the letter A. Also look for eBox Tops
Codes, which are a 16 digit eBoxTops code that is printed on the product. You would be surprised at how many products you buy every day
carry a Box Tops for Education label.

4. HARRIS TEETER’S TOGETHER IN EDUCATION PROGRAM:

This programs translates your spending at

Harris Teeter to rewards for SPX. We need YOU to register and it’s easy and it’s FREE. Simply give the cashier our code,
4154, and your VIC card when you check out and your card will be linked for the entire school year. That’s it! You only have to
link your VIC card once each school year. Once your card is linked, St. Pius X Regional School will receive a percentage of your
Harris Teeter brand (Harris Teeter, H.T. Traders, Harris Teeter Organics, HT Farmers Market and purchases in the HT Pharmacy) purchases
credited back to our account. This program does not interfere with your VIC savings or cost you any money! Don’t forget to link your VIC
card to our account code next time you are shopping at Harris Teeter.

Your purchases at Amazon Smile, Giant Food, and Harris Teeter will directly support our school!
Thanks in advance for your help.

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ON SOCIAL MEDIA?
TWITTER

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM
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